Rebellion of Godfrey

Lorraine had himself taken part in Henry's former Hungarian campaign,
but deeply disappointed by the outcome of the meeting at Nimeguen,
had held himself aloof in stubborn disobedience from this last expe-
dition. He now sent envoys to Henry, who declared himself ready
to forget the duke's contumacy should he at the eleventh hour con-
sent peaceably to the division of the duchies. But Godfrey would
submit to no "wrong," and having failed to move Henry, he began
actively and secretly to engage in treason. And here at once becomes
evident "the peculiar danger to Germany of disaffection in Lorraine.
For Lorraine was, in truth, not German as the other German lands were
German; and the first ally made by Godfrey was " rex Carlingorum,"
Henry I of France. His other allies, the Burgundian nationalists of
the "Romance* party, were, like himself, of the oft disputed "Middle
Kingdom." In his own duchy he prepared for resistance by gaining
from his vassals an oath of unlimited fealty for the space of three years
to aid him against all men whatsoever.
As yet there had been no overt act of rebellion; but Henry had been
given proof of Godfrey's plots, and in the autumn summoned him before
a great assembly of the princes in Lower Lorraine itself, at Aix-la-
Chapelle. Godfrey could have defied the king and disobeyed the sum-
mons ; but to do so would have been to acknowledge his guilt He
must have hoped that there was no evidence against him, or that the
princes would sympathise with him in his wrongs. He came, was con-
victed, and condemned to the loss of all the lands, including the duchy
of Upper Lorraine and the county of Verdun, which he held in fief
from the king. Godfrey now left Aix, and broke into fierce and open
rebellion. Arms were distributed to the cities and country people, cities
were garrisoned; and the duke fell with fire and sword upon all within
reach who were faithful to Henry.
So ended the year that had seen Hungary subdued. Henry, however,
did not yet foresee the stubborn nature of the danger that threatened
from Lorraine. He spent Christmas 1044 at Spires, "a place beloved
by him.1* It is true that he summoned the princes to consultation over
Godfrey's revolt. Yet, after the feast was over, it was only the forces
of the neighbourhood that he led against the "tyrant" that threatened
them. Even these forces he could not maintain, because of the terrible
famine in the land. He succeeded, after a short siege and with the
help of siege-engines, in taking and razing Godfrey's castle at Bockel-
heim, near Kreuznach. The seizure of other castles was entrusted to
local nobles, while Henry himself, leaving sufficient men to protect his
people against Godfrey's raids, departed to Burgundy.
Here Godfrey's efforts had borne fruit in feuds which had broken out
in the preceding year between Imperialist and Nationalist partisans.
They ended in victory for the former, for Count Louis of Montbeliard
(who had married Henry's foster-sister) with a small force overcame